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   Colorado's 2014 legislative session adjourned on May 7th with a slight hint” of a special session. We'll wait and see. Today's edition continues with the fate of bills written about in this column during the legislative session.
House Bill 14-1106 was postponed (killed). The bill would have created a state income tax deduction for a taxpayer who paid a penalty for failing to maintain minimum essential coverage required under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (now known as the Affordable Care Act). Yeah, intelligent minds prevailed!
House Bill 14-1062 was also postponed (killed). It would have allowed an elector to cast a vote for as many of the candidates for office as the elector chose, meaning the candidate with the most votes would win.
House Bill 14-1149 was deemed lost. The bill was one that would have amended current law against trafficking in children and added receiving a child as a result of a prohibited  advertisement as a new element of the existing class 2 felony offense. Was there a need for such a law? Consider these points:
· no convictions for the offense of trafficking in children between January 1, 2012 and December 31, 2013;
· no known recent instances of a person advertising to adopt a child or to serve as a broker for adoptions in Colorado; and
· no current penalties for a person who has informally adopted a child or for the parent who has allowed an informal adoption.
   A former Democratic senator was fond of this cliché, “a solution looking for a problem.” That cliché seems to fit HB 1149.
House Bill 14-1191 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper on March 25th. The bill means the Department of Public Safety will establish a program that alerts the public when law enforcement needs assistance in locating a person or suspect when a hit and run accident involving serious bodily injury or death occurs, or law enforcement needs assistance in locating the suspect's vehicle – said alert to be known as a Medina alert, effective January 1, 2015.
House Bill 14-1197 was postponed (killed) on February 25th. The bill would have limited the Governor's authority to grant a reprieve in a capital case, but would not have altered the ability of the Governor to commute a death sentence.
House Bill 14-1229 was signed by the Governor on March 17th, and conforms retail marijuana licensing law with medical marijuana law. Local jurisdiction will now be allowed to submit fingerprints to the Colorado Bureau of Investigation for purposes of conducting fingerprint-based criminal history records checks involving retail marijuana  establishment license applications and qualifications to hold such license.
Senate Bill 14-135 was signed by the Governor on May 2nd. The bill repeals Article 27 of Title 12 of the Colorado Revised Statutes which concerns the purchase of firearms in contiguous states. The bill was amended significantly to state that nothing in the Act is intended to limit the application of federal law in Colorado, and all firearms transactions that take place in Colorado must fully comply with the requirements of federal law.
House Bill 14-1131 was postponed (killed) on April 10th. The bill would have added cyberbullying of a minor to the Colorado Revised Statutes and established a new basis for the crime of harassment.
House Bill 14-1140 was postponed (killed) on March 11th. The bill would have addressed an accidental or deliberate breach of a person or financial identifying information incident as a result of an error by a state entity or any employee of a state entity due to a lack of security.
House Bill 14-1271 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper on April 7th. The bill applies to civil immunity for mental health providers who have a duty to warn a specific person or persons when a patient has communicated to a provider a serious threat of imminent physical violence against a person or persons. That immunity is extended to organizations that provide mental health services and extends the duty to warn to include a warning to specific entities that, if damaged or attacked, would pose harm to public health and safety.
Senate Bill 14-097 was signed on March 21st by the Governor. The bill provides that public agencies are not liable for the actions of private insurance companies and their agents. Clarification is included in the bill that private insurance companies and their agents are not protected from liability under the Colorado Governmental Immunity Act, and no public agency will be liable for the actions of private insurance companies.
House Bill 1141 was signed on April 11th by the Governor, and provides confidentiality of Social Security Numbers (SSN) under the Colorado Consumer Protection Act for persons serving on an organization's Board of Directors, unless required by law or policy for background check purposes. Federal law is adopted which prohibits state and local governmental agencies from denying a right, benefit or privilege if an individual refuses to disclose his/her SSN. State and local agencies must inform individuals whether a SSN
disclosure is mandatory or voluntary, by what legal authority a disclosure is requested and how a disclosed SSN will be used.
     The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
